December 9, 2005

Homeland Security Meeting 

Present:  Lynda Harvey, Loralei Rommey, Curt Russell, Wendy Woods, Dawnelle Weeks, Steve Harding, Merrill Williams, Danica Mann, Buffi LaDue, Pete Matt, Glenn Coyle, Larry Mount, Neil Clement, Shari Mattson Cooper, TJ Harmon, Jennifer Foster, 
Retreat 12-01-2005; - At the retreat Curt Russell said that he thought a lot of things were discussed and was going in the right direction.

Nothing has been done as of yet since the retreat.  The state is going to a 3 day retreat in the next week.  This will take a comprehensive look at what has been done and looking at the 06’ budget.  There was a tight time frame and may be hard to get people together in such a short time and due to the holidays.  Something about the 2010 Olympics.  Find out on Wednesday.  

L. Mount- Sees the willingness is there but seems like still the same work or ideas
Pete Matt- In a large emergency county, tribal, city is going to do what they can.  Enjoys teamwork here.  

Lynda Harvey- Reaffirmation of by laws.  Lynda is pleased by the communication between county and state.  
Rules that govern what the mission and what we are supposed to be doing. 
PH representatives TJ Harmon to give her perspective on some issues.  Public Health does not need to have a vote on issues for Homeland Security Council. Public Health to have a seat on Council to have a voice on committee.  Partnership between tribal and Public Health is important.  Important that Tribal members participate in their meetings.  
Curt Russell- Department of Health is going to try to do something and Curt wanted to send the same letter to EMD from NWTEMC.  Centennial Accord?  None of the Tribes have received letter. 
Training Event NIMS- Federal, State, Regional, Tribal members were all represented at the NIMS training.  There were 58 people who were taking the course.  It was a very good turnout. Lynda would like to get each of our partner’s feedback. Tribal feedback is important for funding.  Feedback will help with reporting to the people who fund this program.  Curt Russell said his thoughts were that the participation with the Tabletop exercise was great.  He was very pleased to see Lummi Tribal members getting involved.  The comments that we got back were very helpful.  The ICS will be done first in the future and then the NIMS training.  Wendy Woods would have liked to see the order switched.  She had taken the course 10 years previously and thought it was great to get a refresher course.  Danica Mann- Her thoughts were that it was very well done.  

TJ Harmon- Thought it was very well done.  Nice room for training.  The level of connection of non-tribal and tribal was very enlightening.  She appreciated it on a professional and personal level.  

Larry Mount- His vice-chair was impressed and thought it was good for his officers.  His only suggestion is that the table top be done at a tribal level.  Then the other tribes could give their ideas.

Pete Matt- Really liked that a lot of the partners were their.  Thoughts from other programs were asked their opinion.  Like that the Tabletop exercise was added in.  

Lynda Harvey was very pleased to see the partnership between all of the individuals in the room.  The tabletop was very good at involving everyone at some level.  Course evaluation will be looked at and a plane will be in place.  More training will be given next week.  

DOH- do we have to completely close out 03’, 04, for 05?  DOH has extended the deadline.  5 out of 8 have finished all the deliverables.  There are monies in the amount of about 13,000.  Nooksack is done.  Tulalip is at a 0 balance.  A-19 has been received.  Three tribes in Region 1 are not at a 0 balance.  Which are ____________ .  Entire state 13 out of the 26 have completed it.  Once the contract ends there will be a new one.  It will inform tribes of the extension.  Funding is going back to year 1 because DOH is trying to get Muckleshoot and Yakima engaged in program.  

2005 Homeland Security Update-(Neil)  It is going to be very competitive.  Who ever gets their application in and looks the best is going to win.  WAJAC is questionable on how much they are doing or how useful they are besides law enforcement.  06’ funding Limit the # of FTEs to 15% of budget
Curt Russell- refer to activity reports…
James wanted to take back to D.C. some of the things that were working as far as NWTEMC.  Advocate for our program in DC – projects that are working at local level.
Danica Mann-  Week of January 9th there is going to be a ODP approved course offered.  WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION TACTICAL OPERATIONS COURSE-TECHNICAN LEVEL (PER 221)
2006 NIMS guidance as it pertains to NIMS.  The 8 tribes are far ahead of what the state level is doing.  Lynda Harvey was very disappointed and thought it was a total waste of time.  The state emergency management held the workshop.  

1st Thursday of every month- HLS/TEMC @ possibly the Angels of the Wind Casino in what is called the blue room.  The room can hold around 45 people.  The upside is that we can get beverage service, food, and we can have it from 10-1.

2nd Thursday of every month-  Region 1 Public Health meeting.  Currently meetings are held at the Skagit County Health Dept. on floor 3.  

3rd Thursday of every month-Restorative Justice/TNET project meeting is important that law enforcement attend this meeting.

4th Thursday- Region 1 HLS Council
Lunch

Meeting continued

Dana talked about the pandemic flu. Dana talked about the difference between a cold and flu.  She has a handout that is given to Nooksack community members.  The handout was given out to everyone at the meeting.  Her plan is to keep the education going by changing the health information she is giving out each month.  To keep it updated.  
There was a discussion between Dana, Wendy Woods, and TJ about what the message should be concerning a pandemic flu.  A pandemic flu will happen we just do not know when.  We need to be educating people to start thinking about care from home.  One of the issues Wendy Woods brought up was that some elders/tribal members may not want vaccination because it is a government provided vaccine.  

Lynda Harvey- Action Item .  Lynda will make sure that the proper people who need to be at the region 1 public health meetings will be attending.  Adding a mission statement for region 1.  Tribal partners Law and Policy workshop is set for Dec.15 in Anacortes.  
Agenda item for February.

Bill Freeman-A little bit of background, he was the previous director of LTHC in 1976, did a lot of other things.  Is now an instructor at the NWIC. His course is called Environmental Health of Emergency in Tribes the class in held 1 time a week.  The decrease death disease and disabilities after an emergency.  The most likely emergency is going to be an earthquake.  His focus is on water, food, air quality and getting an outline on an emergency preparedness plan.  This course is going to start the second week of January.  Dr. Bill Freeman can be reached at wfreeman@nwic.edu, williamlfreeman@att.net, 360-758-2175.  I want to take this course just to see how it goes, what it is really going to be like, I think it would be good for my job and Curt should pay for it.  
TJ was delighted to hear about this course and she has offered her services in any way possible.  
