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Region I Homeland Security
Tribal Committee

www.nwtemc.org
March 20th, 2008
10:00 AM-1:00 PM
Tulalip Office of Emergency Mgt. STARS Room, Tulalip, WA
MINUTES
******************************************************************************************** 

Meeting Called By:   Lynda Harvey, Chairperson NWTEMC
Introductions
In attendance were: 
Craig Bill, Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs, 
Rebecca George, Communications, GOIA, 
Wendy Woods, Lummi Nation, 
Joe Hemmerich, Upper Skagit Tribe, 
Chief Paul Budrow, Upper Skagit Tribe, 
Deputy Chief Steve Hardy, Stillaguamish Tribe, 
Director of Emergency Management Lee Shipman, Shoalwater Bay Tribe, 
Carol Reamer, Makah Tribe, Emergency Management

Emergency Manager Phil Slimko, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, 
Dr. Keith Tucker, Samish Tribe, 
Chief Scott Smith, Tulalip Tribes, 
Chief Gary James, Lummi Nation, 
Chief Jim Fernando, Nooksack Tribe, 
Corp Security Mgr Glenn Yorks, Nooksack Tribe, 
Chairperson, Lynda Harvey, NWTEMC, 
HLS Coordinator Glenn B. Coil, NWTEMC and 
Safety Officer Tina Pacheco, Tulalip Tribes. 
Agenda Topics:  
· State Emergency Response Commission: January 25th, 2008 Meeting
· Craig Bill from the Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs attended this month’s NWTEMC to participate in our conversation regarding the recent events at the SERC and to acquire more information regarding our Congressional Appropriations Request. NWTEMC members briefed Mr. Bill on recent events and Mr. Bill indicated that he will be speaking with the State EMD regarding these matters, reporting back to us at a later date. He also stated that he would look to us to keep him informed of the progress of our funding requests. 
· Recruitment of Additional Members: Muckleshoot Tribe
· We welcomed the Muckleshoot Tribe to the NWTEMC and spoke about the inquiries received from both the Yakama Nation and the Lower Elwha Tribe regarding membership. A motion was made to continue efforts for additional members, to include a trip to the All Chairman’s meeting to request further points of contact. 

· Mary Schoenfeldt – White House Committee: Children & Preparedness
· All information was distributed regarding Mary’s request for appointment to the Presidential White House Committee for Children and Preparedness. Each Tribe was encouraged to read through the materials and then make a recommendation. 

· ICTAP – Jolene Hollingshead & Steve McLaughlin
· Lynda briefed the group on a project called ICTAP, the Interoperable Communications Technical Assistance Project. Jolene Hollingshead has been spearheading an effort to collect data from each response agency as it pertains to their primary means of communication. She has been plotting this information. She has conducted more than 260 surveys, of which, only one has been Tribal. She is requesting that more Tribes participate in the project. Simultaneously, Steve McLaughlin has been working on a grant proposal to fund a statewide interoperable communications system for the Tribes. These two individuals have been working for the same consulting group out of San Diego, on two separate tracks. Lynda has made introductions and now Jolene and Steve will be working toward a similar goal. 

· Casino Preparedness – Fuzzy Fletcher
· Fuzzy submitted an article about casino preparedness, which can be found in the attachments to these minutes. 

· NW Indian College  Update

· Glenn and Lynda have continued to meet with the Northwest Indian College in an effort to develop an emergency management curriculum that is acceptable to the college for certification or the basis of a degree. 

· Free Haz-Mat E-581

· Lynda spoke to the E-580 class that was brought out to Washington State by EMI, and the possibility of bringing out the E-581 class in 2009. It was agreed upon by all that this would be of great value. 

· Additional training opportunities were discussed and all upcoming training opportunities can be found on the NWTEMC website. 

· Hot Topics: NW Center for Healthcare Practice

· Lynda briefed the NWTEMC in regards to a new technology being offered to the Tribes for use with teleconferencing and webinars. The NWTEMC has been invited to conduct a webinar, introducing the NWTEMC to the four state area in May. The NWTEMC has accepted this invitation and will be broadcasting in May, with further details to follow. 

· Medical Reserve Corps & AmericaCorps Vista  Workers
· Several more Tribes have successful stood up their MRC units and the NWTEMC has been awarded an AmericaCorps Vista worker. 

· Grants:

· EMPG Grant

· The Tribes will be conducting an EMPG grant application training program today. 

· Homeland Security Direct 

· Discussion was had regarding the homeland security grant and the Tribes applying direct. Lynda was directed to start on a draft grant, for submittal to the group for their review. Lynda was asked to request $300,000 as a base budget, with the intent of standing up a full time employee for furthering NIMS compliance in our Tribal Nations. 

· UASI Grant 
· Discussion was had regarding the numerous denied requests for funding to the local regions and UASI group. 

· Web Site Updates: Grants Page

· The NWTEMC website has now added a grants page, to further assist the Tribes in identifying grant opportunities specific to emergency management and homeland security. 

· Ham Radio/RACES licenses-Newest Members:
· Lynda Harvey – KE7RWG

· John Harvey -    KE7RWF

· Glenn Coil -       KE7RWE

· IAEM – Call for members to ask Senators to increase EMPG funding
· Documentation was shared with all from the International Association for Emergency Managers to request support for additional EMPG funding in coming years. 
· NWTEMC Annual Conference
· It was decided that this year’s conference will be held the third Thursday and third Friday of September, at the Silver Reef Casino and Spa, located on the Lummi Reservation. The conference will be a full day and one half, to include rooms for one representative from each Tribe. Claude Cox will be pursuing vendors this year to help offset the cost of the conference. Gary James will be our point of contact for the conferencing facility, rooms and food. 
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