



DRAFT

01-05-2006

10:00 a.m.

Meeting:

 Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council

Present:  Lorelei Ranney, Pete Matt, Jim Fernando, Steve Hardy, Joe Hemmerich, Fuzzy Fletcher, Keith Tucker, J.A. Goss, Jr., Gary James, Dawnelle Weeks

Curt Russell - lead the meeting in Linda Harvey’s absence.  Curt spoke of letter to General Lowenburg of Washington Military department from DHS suggesting some changes which included tribal relations. Letter will be forwarded to Fuzzy Fletcher and Chief Goss would like to have a copy of the letter.  There is an important meeting tomorrow in Mount Vernon at the Cotton Tree Inn and it is crucial that Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council be represented at this meet.  Need to RSVP to meeting for Chief Goss.  

Comprehensive plan is really needs to get done.  Curt has been spending much of his time doing this.  There was a list of questions that Curt sent out to tribal members and he has gotten response from Samish only at this point.  These questions need to be answered to help get the comprehensive plan done.  Comprehensive plan includes basic plan, ordinances, and codes.  This plan is a framework that can be converted into other tribes plans as it needs.  Curt will be going out to each of the tribes and working on this plan individually.  

Upper Skagit has a basic plan that Curt Russell has in his possession.  Some questions that he has how does it interact with Skagit.  

Tulalip’s plan is already done.  Lynda Harvey has done the work on their comprehensive plan.  Readiness, preparedness plan needs to have a table top exercise so it can be tested.  The tribes from the East Coast that were hit by hurricane Katrina actually implemented their plan and were successful.  Choctaw is a good example.  The Choctaw tribe that was affected by Hurricane Katrina were up and running within 36 hours.  

J. Fernando – He had a question regarding if their plan was ready.  Curt said yes it was nearly finished.  Nooksack has a 3 day plan until help arrives.  \
Curt Russell – Bill Freeman came by to discuss his course that he will be teaching at Northwest Indian College.  His course will be postponed until next term.  Main concerns are Public Health related.  How will we get food, water, medical care these are the main concerns that will be approached in his class. 

 Quarantine – Amendments that are needed to the quarantine law is going to be done when there is input?
State Emergency Management Division – They want as many tribal members involved in the NIMS workshop it would help from the state level.  We have our own resources to implement NIMS courses.  Reporting requests are going to be filled out and sent in.  There are instructions to the form.  These were handed out.  A form regarding who needs to take ICS training is also handed out.  Who needs to take what course is handed out in matrix - form.  NIMS is going to be an ongoing thing.  

Handout was given to everyone on updated activity that Curt has been doing.  Curt went over this handout in detail.  Briefly discussed the NIMS/ICS training that was done on December 7, 2005 at the Silver Reef Casino which was successful.  There was one negative comment on the feedback form which is helpful to present these classes better in the future.  

Active shooter and patrol exercise meeting went well.  By the end of the year we will hopefully be doing the same type of exercises for the other tribes.  Not necessarily ASAP but something that is relevant to the specific tribe. 
The Cowlitz Tribe has declined to take part in any NIMS training or emergency management training. Chief Goss says that it may be because they are really trying to focus on getting their casino built.  
Lorelei Ranney – Lynda and Lorelei went to a NIMS workshop and felt that it was a waste of time because Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council members already know what it is.  

J.A. Goss – He feels that the tribes are far more compliant with NIMS than other organizations. Chief Goss stressed again that the meeting tomorrow December 6. 2006 be represented by Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council.  Chief Goss makes a motion that this organization writes a letter to the governor to have tribal representation on the two boards of government which are Emergency Management Commission and homeland security commission. 

Wendy Woods is writing an emergency plan and it will be shared with all the tribes.  A concern that was brought up was the avian flu.  The bus loads of Asian’s that come to the casinos everyday could be infected and we need to be concerned about this.  A good question is who has the authority to close down the casino?  This needs to be addressed.  

Fuzzy Fletcher – Fuzzy was at a. Public Health meeting and said that Starbuck’s plan is that as soon as their headquarters hear that there is confirmed human to human infection they will implement masks.  Letter concerning quarantine was read by Fuzzy and he felt that it was reasonable and acceptable.  

Fuzzy spoke with the current mayor of Bridgeport regarding why the Tribes are left out of EMC’s report to the governor on emergency management.  The mayor’s response was that it was not intentional but he recommended writing the governor. 

Gary James – Roger Serra is leaving his position as Director of the Snohomish County DEM.  His new position will be Director of Security and Emergency Management with the Seattle City Light effective 01/20/2006.


