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Swine flu (H1N1) update: daily online count of probable/confirmed cases
OLYMPIA — ADVISORY TO EDITORS:

· DAILY CASE COUNT UPDATES ONLINE: The Department of Health home page has a link to a series of resources about the 2009 H1N1 influenza known as “swine flu.” We’re providing daily updates (www.doh.wa.gov/swineflu/CountyMapNumbers.htm) of the probable and confirmed cases in our state.

· SCHEDULE: The information will be updated every afternoon at about two o’clock. It includes a map that lists the numbers of probable and confirmed cases in each county, which is highlighted in color. To date, there are no confirmed cases of swine flu in our state. The page contains a list of the total number of samples submitted to the state Public Health Laboratories, the number tested, probable cases, and confirmed cases.
· TOLL-FREE INFORMATION LINE: We’ve also established a toll-free information line with menu options providing basic information, symptoms, prevention, treatment, and what to do if you're sick. We ask that you include this number on your Web sites and in your reports on this topic. The telephone number is 1-888-703-4364.
Note that the daily case counts on this Web site may differ from local health data. The state data includes ONLY cases in which samples have been sent to the state lab for testing and then sent to federal health officials for positive identification. Local health may use different criteria.
Tim Church (360-534-0068, pgr) and Donn Moyer (360-786-2537, pgr) can be reached by pager; however, there will be no new information on case counts before two o’clock each afternoon.
###
Visit the Washington Department of Health Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.doh.wa.gov" ��http://www.doh.wa.gov� for a healthy dose of information.








