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       Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe
                              Tribal Hazards Mitigation Plan 
                 Questionnaire

The Federal Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA) of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) commonly known as the 2000 Stafford Act amendments were approved by Congress on October 10, 2000.  This Act requires state, local, and tribal governments to develop hazard mitigation plans as a condition of federal grant assistance.  Prior to 2000, federal legislation provided funding for disaster relief, recovery, and some hazard mitigation planning.  The DMA improves upon the planning process to emphasize the importance of mitigation, encouraging communities to plan for disasters before they occur. 

The following questions have been drafted to incorporate important feedback from the community for use in the development of the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Hazard Mitigation Plan. This plan is intended to document natural hazards, such as flooding, earthquakes, and coastal erosion, and come up with projects and policies (mitigation actions) that can prevent the costly damage to properties that can occur on the Lower Elwha Indian Reservation and the Tribe’s areas of concern. Please take a few moments to answer the following questions to the best of your ability. If you do not know an answer, please write in unknown. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about the following, please feel free to call Matt Beirne, Environmental Coordinator 360-457-4012 ext 12 or e-mail to Matt.Beirne@elwha.nsn.us . 


What natural hazards could affect the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe? Hazards include flooding, earthquakes, coastal erosion, tsunamis, landslides,  wildfires, severe storms etc.

Can you recall any past hazard events such as floods, earthquakes etc? 
If yes, when did the hazard occur and how bad did it affect the Tribe and Reservation?
What areas of the Reservation are you concerned about being damaged or destroyed from natural hazards?  
Have these areas or the property on them been damaged in the past?
What areas of the Reservation concern you about people being injured from natural hazards? 
Have people been injured in these areas in the past?
Are there any areas (streets, neighborhoods) that could become isolated in a hazard event?

What are the critical facilities on the Reservation? Critical facilities include schools, medical centers, police and fire stations, historic or cultural buildings/sites, water facilities or buildings that are essential to the local economy, such as a Tribal Casino.
Please explain your concerns with these facilities being damaged or destroyed by natural hazards.
What mitigation actions have already been put in place? Mitigation items are projects, such as retrofitting older buildings to withstand earthquakes, or planning efforts, such as polices that discourage building in flood-prone areas
Are there any measures (mitigation projects and policies) that could reduce the threat from natural hazards on the Lower Elwha Reservation and other Tribal properties?

Anything else you would like to share or comment on? 
Thank you in advance for your important participation in this process. 
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