Congressional Add-on Proposal - Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council 

1. Background: The State of Washington Centennial Accord reaffirms the government-to-government relationship between the State and Federally Recognized Indian Tribes in Washington State and those located outside of the state with treaty reserved rights in the state. The State of Washington also recommits to the principles and resolutions of the New Millennium Agreement, and resolves to move forward with the Federally Recognized Tribes in a positive and constructive relationship that will help fairly and effectively resolve any differences to achieve mutual goals. The power to self govern, enforce laws, exact obedience and adjudicate disputes are essential components of Tribal Sovereignty. The need to be active partners with the State of Washington, Counties and local municipalities in the areas of law enforcement, emergency management and homeland security, gathering and sharing information and intelligence are essential elements toward ensuring safer communities, Tribal lands and the security of our homeland. More importantly, a significant percentage of the State’s critical infrastructure is protected by Tribal authorities.
2. Problem: Funding from the Department of Homeland Security has been allocated over the past five granting cycles to assist local governments in meeting the many mandates and initiatives of Presidential Directives #5 and #8, as well as those of FEMA and the State of Washington. However, the Tribes remain unable to meet these mandates primarily because of inequitable distribution of funds, therefore placing the tribes at a disadvantage.
· This problem started in 2002 when the Department of Homeland Security defined Tribes as local governments which run contrary to Treaty obligations. Homeland security monies are appropriated through the State to Counties and Municipalities. Most Tribal emergency agencies have not been provided personnel, training and equipment in the same proportion of county and municipal governments within the State of Washington. Moreover, inexperience in making contractual arrangements between Counties and Tribes further contributes to under-funding Tribal training and staffing. Third, some Tribes do not and cannot afford to staff the required emergency management positions and frequently cannot attend regional/county meetings due to other required police/emergency duties. Tribes are frequently excluded from mandatory training and grant awards. This has created an inequity that places Tribal emergency services at a severe disadvantage. Lack of funding to date has denied Tribal personnel staffing and compliance with mandatory training requirements. Tribes could now be denied funding future emergency and homeland security programs due to the fiscal inability to comply with homeland security mandates. 

3. Solution:  The 29 Tribes of Washington State seek formation of the Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council (NWTEMC) to provide a vehicle for the Tribal consortium to seek Homeland Security Funds to meet State and Federal standards. The Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council will also provide a mechanism for all 29 tribes in the state to meet and solve challenges unique to the Tribal Nations.  The NWTEMC seeks an immediate $3 Million appropriation to establish the NWTEMC, to attain compliance with State and Federal certification standards, to begin to address unique Tribal public safety challenges, and finally to protect vital state and federal infrastructure on and near Tribal Lands.

Point of Contact: Lynda M. Harvey, Chairperson, Region I Tribal Emergency Council 
                              7720 Waterworks Rd

                              Tulalip, WA 98271

                              360-651-3295   Blockwtch1@aol.com
